To the worthy ELECTORS of the Borough of Southwarkz 


Reaſon 'tis true ſhould over Senſe preſide, 

Corre& our Notions and our Judgment guide ; 

But falſe Opinions rooted in the Mind, 

Hood-wink the Soul; and keep our Reaſon blind: 
GENTLEMEN, 5 


R EAS ON and INDEPENDENT PRINCIPLES convineing me that Mr. Thornton 
(although a young Man, to whom I give Credit for an undeniable good private Character) was ati 
improper Perſon to repreſent a Fare and InDerENDENT PeoPLe, I declined giving him my 
Vote; and, upon Mr. ADAIR declaring himſelf a Candidate, I publicly went forth upon a Can= 
vaſs in his Favor, knowing his Pot1Ticar, PrxINciPtes to be INVULNERaBLY INDEPENDENT; 
and founded upon the eſtabliſhment of the GLORIOUS REVOLUTION, 

Upon the Canvaſs, I am happy to ſay, I found, public virtue was ſo far from being loſt, that a 
Majority of the ELxcToRs actually appeared in favor of Mr, ADAIR ; when thoſe who had pro- 
miſed their Votes to Mr. Thornton were applied to, their denial was in theſe words, | 

] am ſorry, Gentlemen, Mr. ADAIR did not appear ſooner, he is certainly the moſt paos 
« PER Man, yet, I was ſo perpetually perſuaded to promiſe Mr. Yorn ten, that I was oblig- 
« ed to ſubmit; but, Gentlemen, from my heatt I wiſh Mr. ADAIR Succeſs.” 

Others ſaid — ©* Gentlemen, I am a Placeman, I have been applied to by thoſe under whom 1 
« am in Office, and my bread depends particularly upon being in Mr. Thorntan's Intereſt ; I am 
&« therefore obliged to Vote for him, though ſorely againſt my Will; and, though my Vote 
& muſt be againſt you, my heart and inclination is cordially with you.“ 

$4 Theſe have been the anſwers of thoſe who have promiſed Mr. Thornton, | 
Mr. Thorntiri's Committee have been pleaſed to ſay, that I, with the reſt of my Brother 
INDEPENDEXNTS; who aſſiſt in the cauſe of virtue, have been endeavouring to ſedute thoſe ſrom 
Mr; Thornten's Intereſt who had promiſed him their Votes; and at the ſame time, accuiing us 
of a heinous Crime, in perſuading Men to a breach of Promiſe, 

To the, Elefors of the Borough of Southwark at large, as well thoſe who have promiſed 
Mr. Thornton, as others who have not promiſed, and to Mr. Thornton's Committees in par- 
ticular, as well the conſcientious as the immoral, I now addreſs mylelf, 

I publicly avow that I have aflerted the Promiſes forced from the ELEHCToRs in favor of Mr. 
Thorntin were by no means to be conſidered as Promiſes, and that voting on behalf of Mr. ADAIR 
would not be a breath of Promiſe in thoſe to whom I made the aſſertion; and; I ground my avowal 
upon Reaſon and Morality; for while Reaſon points out the moſt deſerving Obje&, Morality 
commands us to obey its dictates; and, if we have been led into a haſty promiſe, without mature 
conſideration of the importance of ſuch a Promiſe; or if wo have promiſed for the purpoſe of 
obliging a Friend, to whom we are under Obligations, and after wards Reaſon and Coniſtiehice tells 
us the Man, in whoſe favor we have promiſed, is leſs worthy, ae being untried j is leſs capable, 
through want of Abilities and Experience; or lefs Independent, through the benefit he receives from 

the Miniſter, than a Candidate who ſhall ofter himſelf after ſuch Promiſes have been made. 
In ſuch cafe, I ſay, the Man who votes contrary to that conviction, which Reaſon flaſhes upon 
his conſcience, is equally as criminal (in the Eyes of God and Man) as him who ſhall have diſchar- 
ged his private Debts by monies committed to his care for public Uſe, The Conſtitution of this 
Country has entruſted each of us with a Vote, and to give it CONSCIENTIOUSLY is a laty we owe 
cur CounTRY, OURSELVEs, and our PosTERLTY. 

In matters relating to our Conduct among Men, we have, as reaſonable creatures, a power of re- 
ſiſtitig Evil; and many Errors we fall into ate more the reſult of Precipitance than Inability to avoid 
them. I therefore call upon thoſe Electors, who have already promiſed Mr. Thornton their Votes, to 
conſider which is the proper Man to repreſent us; and if they, after mature Conſideration, find Mr, 
ADAIR the moſt fit to repreſent us in Parliament, they will not heſitate to agree with me that a 
Promiſe, made in haſte, or by compulſion (Which Reaſon and Conſcience afterwards ſays is wrong) 
is, in the Eyes of God and Man, better broke than k pt. 


— A New Elector. 


* do. 


